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COMBINATION NUMBER CHANGE 
 
The combination number will be changed on 2nd August, members who have 
paid their subscriptions will find the new number on a sticker attached to the 
front cover of this issue Broadreach. 

IF YOUR ROAD TRAILER KEPT AT THE 
CLUB THIS IS IMPORTANT 

 
 
It was agreed at the AGM in March 2009 that all road trailers stored at the 
club will be registered with the Membership Secretary, clearly identified with a 
club issued sticker, owner’s surname and berth number. Road trailer berths 
will be neatly maintained, inspections taking place in March, June and De-
cember, the facility to be removed from those berths that are overgrown. 
 
There are still a number of unidentified road trailers that do not comply 
with the above; they will be disposed of without recompense on 

  

October 24th 2009. 

 

Ladies Cake & Sail Concentration before the Cake  



EDITOR’S RAMBLES 
 
Welcome to the Summer 2009 edition of Broadreach, the six months since I 
sat down to edit the January issue seems to have gone in a flash.  Whilst time 
has flown a lot has happened in the intervening months: a new floor covering 
has been laid in the clubhouse; the changing rooms and toilets have been re-
decorated; another fast safety boat has been purchased; the decking on No. 1 
pontoon has been replaced and work continues on the other pontoons.  The 
club has also bought a large mowing machine which is being used to maintain 
the grounds and the large island.  There are still quite a number of projects to 
be done all of which need effort so if you are a dab hand at DIY particularly 
woodwork and painting please consider joining some of the work parties that 
will be advertised in the coming months. 
 
The club was founded in 1972 and has seen many changes over the years, 
some two years or so ago I decided that it might be a good idea to revise and 
update the club history.  I enlisted Brian Chidwick to produce the first draft and 
with contributions from Brian Deacon, myself and other members this is now 
complete and can be found on the club’s website.  If any member wishes to 
contribute stories or anecdotes please send them to me.  In due course we 
will also be adding a selection of old photographs to the website gallery, again 
contributions very welcome. 
 
Thank you once again to those who have produced articles and photographs 
for this edition, please keep them coming.  I have selected a number of photo-
graphs from the many submitted, more can be found on the Club’s website.  
Please also note that the photographs in Broadreach and on the website are 
the copyright of the individual photographers. 
 
Don Kyle (Editor)  
 
E-mail:  BroadreachEditor@broadwaterSC.org.uk 
Website:            www.broadwaterSC.org.uk. 
 

COMMODORE’S GYBES 

Dear Members, 
 
We are now at that time of the year when being down on 
the lake, especially when the sun is shining and there is a 
gentle summer breeze, is just the most perfect place to be. 
 
We really are very lucky to have such a beautiful lake to sail 
on. Over the spring months a team of members have made 



full use of the new all-terrain cutting machine that we bought and have kept 
the undergrowth on the islands, car park and boat park well under control.  
 
Hopefully you will all have noticed and perhaps even used the new surface on 
pontoon 1. The feedback so far has been very positive, so we will be planning 
and budgeting for the remainder of that pontoon to be replaced next year. 
Special thanks to Brian Deacon and Chris Brooks for all their time and effort.  
 
This spring has seen us welcome Solo, Enterprise and Laser sailors to our 
Open Meetings, some members go “big boat” sailing off the East Coast, and 
Ladies enjoying the recent Cake & Sail afternoon. In the next few weeks we 
have the very popular Chichester Cruise followed by Fun Week (or four days 
this year 22nd-25th July).  
 
If you have looked on the webcam or ventured down on a Saturday since the 
beginning of May you will have seen just how busy and buzzing the club has 
become.  The Start Racing and Junior Sailing sessions have really taken off 
again this year.  There are articles about both of these in this edition. 
 
Looking further ahead towards the end of the summer, we will be holding our 
Charity “Race into the Dark” in aid of Michael Sobell House on Saturday 12th 
September. Sponsorship forms are available in the clubhouse or online at the 
website www.broadwaterSC.org.uk so please start getting your team together 
and raise some money for a very worthwhile local Hospice. 
 
If I don’t see you out on the water or at one of the many BBQ’s over the com-
ing months, I hope that you have a great summer, with some perfect sailing. 
 
Best wishes 
Catherine Turner 
E-mail: Commodore@BroadwaterSC.org.uk 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

Since the last edition of Broadreach, Joe Priestley has retired from the Mem-
bership Secretary role, handing over to Graham Darvill. 
 

There is not much that Graham doesn’t know about dinghies, having owned or 
sailed almost every class at some point. If you are in need of any advice about 
your current boat or a prospective boat please contact him. 
 
To help you maintain your boat berths, there are 2 lawnmowers in the first of 
the large containers, together with a few gardening tools that might also be 
useful. If there is a problem with any of the equipment, please notify one of the 
Committee members, our contact details are on a notice board, inside the 
clubhouse. 



DUTY OFFICER 
 
The Broadwater Club members make the club the great place that it is.  Sail-
ing clubs are not the easiest places to get to know people as much of the time 
is spent rigging, de-rigging, cutting grass and mending boats down in the 
depths of the boat park.  So it is a real boon to have a friendly person at the 
club at weekends to keep an eye on the sailors, possibly offer some advice 
and almost certainly with some time to talk.  Please, please can you ensure 
that you either attend when your turn to do duty comes around or swap the 
duty with someone else on the list. Signing against your name on the sheet in 
the clubhouse will mean you don't get chased and asked to explain your ab-
sence. 
 
Currently the duty rota is developed and posted on DutyMan website and can 
be accessed through the Broadwater Website.  Members having e-mail are 
sent reminders of their duties 4 weeks and 1 week in advance of the duty.  
Members who have not given an email address are sent a paper copy through 
the post. 

Finally welcome to the following new members and their families, we hope 
that you enjoy sailing here. 
 

Stephan and Rachel Audran  
Tony and Eve Beasley 
David, Cathy, Maxime and Gilles Cherrill 
Terry and Patricia Cherrill 
Andy, Alison, Joanna and Emma Crawford 
Ron and Sue Eden 
Stuart, Lucy and Tom Hunt 
Kendall and Anne Hunt 
Mark, Ali, James and Ben Kingston 
Andrew and Gillian Layton 
Russell and Susan Layton 
David and Bernadette Leonard 
Stephen Newbery 
Mark and Katherine Smith 
Charlotte Tomkins 
Kate, Zoran and family 
David Torpy 

 
Junior Members 

Tom Ripper 
Olivia Ward 

 
E-mail: MebershipSecretary@BroadwaterSC.org.uk 



I hope that everyone receives either e-mail reminders of their duty or a copy of 
the rota by post.  If you do not please can you let me know.  It is much simpler 
and cheaper to send out e-mail notifications if that is the preferred method of 
notification.  However if you do not have or don't check your e-mails, paper 
copies of the rota can be sent if you let me know what is needed.  (Reminders 
nearer the date of the duty cannot be managed.) 
 
A plea - is there anybody willing to take on organising the Duty Officer rota?  
Please contact me or any committee member if you would take up this role. 
 
Stewart French 01895 631260 

DUTY OFFICER SECRETARY 
 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
  
At present the club does not have anyone to fill this important job so if any 
member is prepared to help would they please contact Catherine or any com-
mittee member. 
 
The job is to prepare and circulate a duty officers’ rota to all members and 
also arrange familiarisation sessions as follows: 
 
Twice a year a list of club members eligible for doing duty officers is provided 
by Membership Secretary. 
 
The Duty Officer Secretary then: 

 
(a) Allocates names to Saturday and Sunday duties throughout the 

year.  The listing is then posted to a web site that sends e-mail re-
minders to those members on the web. 

(b) Prepares a printed version of the rota and posts it to those members 
who are not on e-mail. 

(c) Organises or runs 3 induction sessions spread across the year for 
new members to familiarise them with the club premises, use of the 
safety boats and to brief them about what is and is not expected of 
them. 

  
Members are meant to organise their own swaps of duties.  Inevitably this 
sometimes fails (illness etc).  In this case the Duty Officer Secretary asks ei-
ther a new member or someone from the end of the list to do the duty. 
  
When members advise that they are too infirm to carry out further duties the 
Membership Secretary is informed so that the person in question is withdrawn 
from the pool of duty officers. 



THE PRE-SOLO OPEN WORK PARTY 
 
The pre-Solo Open work party was blessed with good weather.  The early-
birds arrived at 7.50 followed by a steady stream of slaves, in all about 22, in-
cluding two youngsters Toby and Lillian age 7 who worked hard.  The main 
task was tidying the Clubhouse and surrounds to present a good impression 
to our visitors at the open meeting.   

 
Club safety boats were pressure-washed as was the jetty, the patio swept, ta-
bles cleaned and rubbed down and then treated with oil, the Portakabin was 
tidied, the clubhouse and galley spring-cleaned.  Dozens of car tyres were 
drilled in preparation for mounting on No 2 jetty and moved from the perimeter 
fence to the jetty.  As usual, hedging (no ditching as far as I know) and the 
necessary bonfire was soon under way to consume all the prunings.  At last 
the unwanted boards adorning the car park were also moved and dispatched 
in the best way.  Luckily there was a ridge of high-pressure so the smoke went 
up and up. 
 
Catherine, Kathleen and Anne dispensed buns of various types together with 
coffee.  All in all a successful day with all the planned jobs completed.  Unfor-
tunately only three solo sailors were able to attend and apologies were re-
ceived from two others. 



Many thanks to the following for their efforts and apologies to any missed: 
 

Dave Banger, Chris Brooks, Alan & Anne Darvill, Mark Fielding, 
John Finnemore, Harold Grenfell, Greg Hart, Don & Gill Kyle, 
Richard Linsdale, John Medlock, Doug Moxey, Paul Tarbox, 
Mark & Catherine Turner, Adrian, Toby & Lillian Voak, 
Peter Welbourn, John & Kathleen Wilson 

RACING & SAILING 

SOLO OPEN 

The annual season opener for both the Southern and Eastern Solo Series 
took place on 15th March at Broadwater SC.  The 31 entrants were greeted by 
what seemed to be the first day of spring – sun and a light breeze from the 
northwest. 

Race1  

After a clean start, the early lead was closely contested between Vince Horey 
4960 / Steve Ede 4774 / Chris Brown 4983 and Steve Jones 4741.  Thereafter 
the lead changed on a regular basis until Chris Brown broke away on the sec-
ond lap to take line honours. Steve Ede finished second followed by Vince 
Horey and Godfrey Clark 4120.  

Race 2  

As the wind was forecast to drop in the afternoon the second race was held 
before lunch.  Chris Brown led from start to finish winning the Solo Open out-
right.  At the end of a long first lap as the wind had dropped he was closely 
followed by James Mead 4658 and Vince Horey.  The wind speed then in-
creased to the benefit of those helms who were able to catch up the leading 
pack and Jon Clarke 4712 finished second followed by Steve Ede and Ian 
Barnett 4803. 

Race 3 

After a superb Broadwater lunch the fleet took to the water for their final race 
of the day.  The wind direction had become more variable and it was proving 
difficult to set a good start line.  The race finally got underway after one gen-
eral recall and the threat of the dreaded ‘Black Flag’.  Our Solo President Mike 
Ball 4714 took a port flyer and led with ease after the first lap.  During the race 
the wind strengthened which again benefited the chasing pack of six boats.  At 
the finish Steve Ede took line honours followed by Jon Clarke, Mike Ball and 
Chris Brown.   



 

Chris Brown had done enough in the first two races to win the event / Chess-
board Trophy in its 41st year.  

Despite the light winds conditions, most entrants enjoyed their day’s sailing at 
this friendly, traditional sailing club in the spring sunshine. 

David Walford  - Solo Class Captain 

Results 
 

1           Chris Brown                                 RYA 
2           Steve Ede                                    Ardleigh  
3           Jon Clarke                                   Draycote Water 

 
BSC members were also placed as follows: 
 

9           David Walford                               
10         Chris Parker                                  
24         Richard Linsdale                           
26         Alan Darvill                                   
28         Nick Fairweather                           
29h       Greg Hart                                      
31         Geoff Walford                               



Sunday 29th March saw a first for Broadwater with the  holding of a joint Laser 
and Enterprise Open event 
 

LASER OPEN 
 

The day started dry and warm, but unfortunately with only light and fickle 
winds such that the first race was postponed to allow what little wind was fore-
cast, to actually arrive. The thirteen lasers got off to an orderly start for the first 
race following the Enterprise Open fleet on a course set around the entire 
lake. The laser fleet consisted of 7 home club members and pleasingly 6 visi-
tors, 5 from Queensmead and one from Aldenham. Most of the lasers caught 
up with the Enterprise fleet and sailed through with consideration, with Russell 
Jones coming first followed by Harold Grenfell and Dave Kinnerley. 
 

The start of the second race resulted in a general recall as too many boats 
were over the start line, then with enthusiasm tempered there was an orderly 
restart. The second race was again won by Russell Jones, making him the 
overall open winner followed by Tom French and C Merry from Queensmead. 
 

The wind for the third race died over some parts of the lake (usually the part I 
was in), but the light wind expertise of Dave Kinnerley took him to win the race 
followed by C Merry and Harold Grenfell. 
 

Thanks to the Race Officers Dave Walford & Mike Parker and the safety boat 
crew Chris Books & Chris Parker. 
 

Results 
 

1           R Jones             BSC 
2           H Grenfell          BSC 
3           D Kinnerley       BSC 

BSC members were also placed as follows: 
 

5           T French 
6           P Tarbox 
11         M Fielding 

ENTERPRISE OPEN 2009 
 
Four days before the forecast was for 22-26 knots so we are all expecting the 
usual Broadwater exciting sailing, with plenty of action for the rescue boat 
crews. By the day before this had declined to 6 knots, and 2 knots on the 
morning of the event.  We arrived to a virtual mill pond, but the dedicated En-
terprise travellers rolled in from places as far apart as Addlestone, Birming-
ham, Cambridge, Melton Mowbray, Milton Keynes and Southend.   
 
Race officers Dave Walford and Mike Parker were obviously in for a challeng-
ing day.  After a fifteen minute delay there was a Force 1 to 2 breeze, just 



enough wind to set a course, but with an ever-changing direction round all 360 
degrees of the compass.  A general decision was made to “get out there and 
go for it”.  So for a change we started the first race with a broad reach/run as 
the wind shifted around the clock.  The Ents started 8 minutes before the La-
sers as it was considered they would be faster in the prevailing conditions.  

 

The Laser & Enterprise fleets mix it 

Nigel and Iain Bird and Paul Young and Phil Harrison started at the leeward 
end of the line while most of the fleet contested the windward end.  With better 
apparent wind from the leeward end these two boats escaped from under the 
fleet and reached the first mark before the rest of the fleet, who arrived as a 
very sociable group and managed to round in a confused but friendly raft with 
no raised voices at all.  When “Birdie and son” hit the front they usually stay 
there and this was no exception, as they went on to develop a lead that was 
never challenged.  Paul and Phil found a big hole on the right side of the next 
leg and slipped back to 8th.  Greg and Pam Hart escaped from the party at the 
mark to establish a solid second place.  They were chased around the lake, in 
light and variable airs, by David and Maggie Beaney and Martin and Laurence 
Davies.  This order continued until the last lap when these two husband and 
wife teams sailed into a hole on the run allowing Neil Parsloe and Shiv Lady-
man and Graham Kirkup and Charlotte Walford to slip past 20 yards away in 
some wind.  David and Maggie recovered to finish 4th, with Paul and Phil get-
ting back to finish 5th, leaving Graham and Charlotte 6th, after Martin and 
Laurence were seen to go the wrong side of a lateral mark of the course and 
ended up retiring.  Colin Gent and Jane Cadd were also up with the chasing 



group until doing two rapid roll tacks (rule 42!!!) when helm and crew got out of 
sync and they nearly sunk the boat.  Still it’s good to get the discard out of the 
way! 
 
The fleet retired to the clubhouse for the usual high quality Broadwater lunch, 
with some exceptional puddings this year.  As usual on these sorts of day the 
wind had increased while we were having lunch, but luckily some of it stayed 
as we re-launched.  The race officers set a new course for this slightly stead-
ier wind but still allowed for a beat for every wind direction!  This time the La-
sers started first as they had managed to catch the middle of the Ent fleet in 
the first race.  However the Ents still finished well mixed in with the most of the 
Lasers.  The race officer can never win! 
 

With a start on the club line and a course that went round the whole lake, 
Greg and Pam and David and Maggie got away well at the start with Greg 
leading approaching the first mark.  Nigel and Iain, the first race winners, had 
a bad start and rounded the first mark close to the back of the fleet.  Birdie is 
used to having a clear view of whole fleet but rarely from the rear perspective! 
Paul and Phil got a reasonable start from the middle of the line but soon lost 
out by going too far right on the first beat.  The wind was still patchy allowing 
for a fair degree of place changing throughout the fleet.  Greg and Pam ran 
out of luck and wind as David and Maggie and then Neil and Shiv managed to 
pass them, so they finished 4th.  Nigel and Iain made progress through the 
fleet (in similar fashion to Lewis Hamilton in the Australian GP earlier in the 
day) and finished second behind the Beaney boat.  Colin and Jane with their 
role tacking now in sync finished 5th. 
 

Going into the final race Greg and Pam, Nigel and Iain or David and Maggie 
could all win the event.  Greg and Pam and Martin and Laurence started well 
and led at the first mark.  Martin and Laurence given a sniff of the front were 
not going to be caught this time and drifted away into an unassailable lead.  I 
remember seeing them half the length of the lake ahead battling past the bulk 
of the Laser fleet despite the fact that they had a good head start on the Ent’s.  
Behind them a three-way scrap for the trophy developed between Greg and 
Pam, Nigel and Iain and David and Maggie with places swapping frequently 
on the long run.  Approaching the leeward mark at the end of this run David 
and Maggie combined with Greg and Pam to blanket Nigel and Iain. David 
and Maggie slipped through into 2nd place quickly developing a comfortable 
gap.  Somewhere after this Greg and Pam had more bad luck and slipped 
back.  At the penultimate mark Nigel and Iain were right on David and 
Maggie’s transom, in third place, which would have just been good enough to 
give them overall victory.  However Nigel and Iain got trapped amongst the 
Lasers while the “Bean machine” tacked through a narrow gap between 2 la-
sers to get clear air and escape to finish 2nd in the race.  Nigel and Iain were 
so hindered that Neil and Shiv slipped round the outside of the mess to take 
3rd place, which unfortunately meant Nigel and Iain loosing out on first place 



overall.  Colin and Jane improving as the day went on finished 4th, after Nigel 
and Iain retired after doing a 720 due to the Laser incident.  In the middle of 
the fleet Paul/Phil spent most of the race battling with Anthony Cole and Rich-
ard Holmes, Graham/Charlotte and Peter and Elaine Dolling before sailing two 
brilliant last legs and pulling up three places to finish sixth.  It was very unfor-
tunate that at the end of a day’s racing the influence of sailors from a different 
fleet could have had such an effect on the closing stages of a race and af-
fected the overall event result.  The race committee at Broadwater will be re-
viewing the incident to try to prevent a re-occurrence at future joint open 
events.  On the upside special mention for Ian and Sue Simpson and Keith 
King and Peter Richards who at the start of their second season at Enterprise 
opens did exceptionally well, in challenging and frustrating conditions that at 
times had the old hands struggling to get the boats to move in any direction. 
Despite these conditions everyone had an enjoyable and sociable day and we 
look forward to welcoming everyone back next year when we will try to organ-
ise some more wind.  Lastly thanks to David Beaney, Paul Young, and Colin 
Gent for their notes that helped compile this report. 

Results                                                     
 

Position           Helm                   Crew                              Club 
 

1                        David Beaney     Maggie Beaney            Casterways 
2                        Nigel Bird            Iain Bird                         Papercourt 
3                        Greg Hart            Pam Hart                       Broadwater 
6                        Colin Gent           Jane Cadd                     Broadwater 

THE SPRING REGATTA April 26 
 

When I cracked open the curtains, not a whisper of wind; when I drove down 
the track to BSC, the lake was like a mirror; not another Regatta with no wind, 
please!  But by 9.30, a breeze came up, a course was set and racing started 
at 10.00.  Dave Weatherhead in his new Rocket machine just took off and only 
Graham Darvill's RS 400 saw the Rocket's transom, and then, only in the dis-
tance!  We recorded that there were 21 boats that started but only 17 signed 
on; a Regatta is not a general Club racing day, please note.  With a soft-ish 
breeze we managed to get three of the five laps completed.  
 

1st Dave Weatherhead   MR3608 
2nd David Walford          S4722 
3rd Mike Parker              S4533 
 

With a bit more breeze, and a slight wind shift, we set a new course and 15 
boats started the second race.  Again, the Rocket sped away, but Graham's 
RS 400 closed the gap down from 4 minutes in the first race to less than one 
minute after four laps.  There was some tight racing by the rest of the fleet and 



some close finishing. 
 

1st Dave Weatherhead   MR3608 
2nd David Kinnerley        L142969 
3rd Harold Grenfell         L179601 

 
After a super lunch, provided by Liz and Rebecca, part of the 'Parker' Regatta 
team: Chris running the whole show, Mike doing the results, with John Smith's 
help, we set another new course with more wind available.  This time only 11 
boats raced, disappointing but there you go.  The Rocket was obviously rest-
ing on its laurels with the Trophy already in the bag, for Graham beat Dave on 
the water by one minute, and sailed very well in a rising, gusty wind.  Brian 
Deacon thought better than dunking the Commodore from his RS 400 462 
when they decided to practice some screaming (that was Catherine!) planes 
rather than finish the course. 
 
1st Graham Darvill          RS400 3608 
2nd Dave Weatherhead  MR3608 
3rd Joyce Moon              E22179 
 
Mike and John quickly loaded the finish times into the laptop that squirted out 
the corrected times and the 2009 Spring Regatta results were: 
 

1st Dave Weatherhead   MR3608 
2nd David Kinnerley        L142969 
3rd Mike Parker              S 4533 



Catherine presented the prizes to the successful crews and that was the end 
of an enjoyable day at BSC.  
 
Thanks to the Race Officer Colin Gent who was very ably assisted by John 
Medlock 

LADIES CAKE & SAIL 
 
This year’s Ladies Cake & Sail on Saturday 6th June was blessed with just 
enough of a breeze, no rain and some very willing participants. 
 
Here are just some of their comments. 
“Many thanks for Saturday.  I really enjoyed the afternoon, including my weird 
360 degree manoeuvre!”  
 
“A relaxed and sociable opportunity for the ladies (especially mums of junior 
sailors) to try dinghy sailing, with supportive and non-intimidating tuition, fol-
lowed by cake (always a good thing)”. 
 
“A really fantastic afternoon, thoroughly enjoyable, it was great to meet other 
members, and have a go at sailing with an expert! Thanks again.” 
 
“Many thanks to Catherine, Chris and Dave who gave up their Saturday after-
noon to allow us to experience the fun of sailing at Broadwater and also to 
Margaret for providing us with delicious cakes. 
 
But I have to say a special thank you to Catherine who bravely volunteered to 



take me out in “BigBob”.  She showed remarkable calmness throughout.  This 
afternoon was great fun and improved my confidence enormously.  I can't wait 
to get back out there and practice my new skills, so watch out anyone who wit-
nessed them I will be out there soon!!” 

Start Racing 
 

For me, racing has always been a bit like standing outside one of those uber-
posh restaurants, with tables festooned with cutlery, afraid to go in because 
you don’t know which knife to use first.  Watching from afar the apparent 
chaos of starts and the well-honed choreography of the rounding of marks has 
put me off dipping a toe – let alone a boat – into the racing waters, in the sure 
and certain knowledge that I would make a total and utter twit of myself, 
probably well before the 5 minute gun. 
 

I’ve been sailing since the age of six, but started in yachts at my father’s knee 
and never progressed to dinghies or any formal training.  My knowledge is 
patchy, rusty and based on very non-RYA terminology and procedure.  How-
ever, now as a father of two girls who’ve inherited the sailing bug and look set 
to be racing soon themselves, my hand has been forced.  There’s nothing like 
the competitive spirit to overcome one’s natural reserve. 
 

Which explains three Saturdays in May spent at the pointy end of Richard 
Linsdale’s “Start Racing course”.  Held at Broadwater and based on the RYA 
Racing syllabus, it’s a great introduction to the racing basics and is aimed at 
anyone with a desire to open that door and take a seat at the racing table.  



Our small group of initially nervous “guests” were a mixed bag of age and ex-
perience: old and young, newcomers and older hands, racing virgins and 
those who’d already taken the plunge, but wanted to brush up on technique.  
 

I’m embarrassed to admit my first session was just how much basic sailing 
theory I’d forgotten – or never learnt – and found myself clapping hand-to-
forehead on a worrying number of occasions: “So that’s why it never works 
properly / looks like an old sack hanging from a stick / goes wrong / capsizes 
on me (delete as applicable).”  However, fed with meaty portions of good, 
solid theory and practical tips - including the difference rigging your boat prop-
erly can make – and watered with hours on the lake to bed it in, it all began to 
come back.  You can’t race if you can’t sail - and you can’t win if you can’t get 
the best out of you and your boat. 
 

And - glory be – a simple demystification of what for me has been impenetra-
ble etiquette of the start and the racing rules.  Now I’m not claiming to have 
mastered them yet (which I hope anyone on starboard tack or downwind of 
me in the near future will remember when I inevitably bear down upon you 
from upwind on port tack, for which I better apologise now to save time later...) 
but for a few glorious moments, as we raced around our shortened courses 
putting theory into practice, it all clicked into place. 
 

Well – most of it. I’m still in awe of the masters of the roll tack (which for me is 
still a heart wrenching almost-capsize that doesn’t quite happen) but at least I 
know what I’m supposed to do.  I just need to get out there and practice and 
practice. . . . 
 

The beauty of spreading the course over three Saturdays, as Richard pre-
dicted with spooky accuracy, is that you’re likely to get three very different sets 
of conditions.  And thus it turned out.  Light breezes on day one, perfect racing 
winds on day two and “Oh Lord – you’re not sending us out in that?!” on day 
three.  He did, of course, but it’s testament to the confidence we’d gained by 
that stage that we laughed in the face of white horses, threw caution to the 
wind and ourselves into the teeth of what more experienced sailors would call 
a “stiff breeze”.  I have to confess that as I hauled myself and a wetsuit full of 
Broadwater’s chilly finest onto the dagger board of the Laser for the 9th time in 
half an hour while watching the rest of the Start Racing squad battling the 
Force 5 with equal success, it was with huge grin on my face.  It shows how 
much we’d learnt that everyone was more than game to take on conditions 
that three weeks previously would have been seen as a good excuse to go 
home and practice Sheepshanks and Bowlines. 
 

Would I recommend it?  Unreservedly.  Should you do it?  Yes.  Too old, 
young or inexperienced?  Don’t even think about hesitating - I haven’t had so 
much fun or learnt so much for a very long time.  So all I’ve got to do now is 
the tricky bit – start racing. 
 

Andy Crawford 



 

Ladies Race—Jane Cadd  

 
Junior & Ladies Races—Emily & Alice Benton pursue Janice & Martin Hext 

LADIES & JUNIOR RACES  14JUNE 



Ladies Race Results  

Position Class Helm Crew 

1 Enterprise Pam Hart Greg Hart 

2 Enterprise Jane Cadd Colin Gent 

3 RS 400 Catherine Turner Brian Deacon 

4 Leader Janice Hext Martin Hext 

Junior Race Results  

Position Class Helm Crew 

1 RS Feva XL Jeremy Steel Rodney Steel 

2 RS Feva XL Emily Bent Alice Benton 

3 RS Feva XL Scott Kilbey Jason Kilbey 

4 Laser 3000 Charlotte Walford  

 

LITTLE BOAT 
 

Wednesday evenings see us launching well ahead of the fleet as we start 3.30 
minutes BEFORE the Race officially starts.  This is a Pursuit Race, with the 
slowest boats starting first; the fastest last.  We count as a truly slow boat, so 
slow that the automatic starting system doesn’t acknowledge our presence 
with even a squeak as we move over the start line.  A good advantage?  We 
would like to think so but it depends on the 7.00 pm winds.  Ideally what we 
would like is a nice little course which allows us to do a complete lap BEFORE 
any of the rest of the fleet start and then for the wind to drop so utterly that no-
one can go anywhere!  Wishful thinking. 
 

So we set off, hopefully being given the appropriate hooter/bell/whistle on 
time.  We make it to the first marker buoy, and check again which side of it we 
have to go.  Now which buoy is it next?  The piece of sticky tape with the 
course written on it is looking rather damp, is that “3” or “8”?  We sail round 
another couple of buoys before we look to see if the fastest boat has started 
yet, they have. 
 
Discussion of the week’s activities takes place, Catherine wishes she had 
made all the tell-tails free instead of being trapped against the mainsail, she 
swears the hawk is pointing in a different direction from the one the wind is 
coming from, I look out for gusts coming across the water from ANY direction 



which might give us a boost and we watch as the rest of the fleet gradually 
catches up and, horror of horrors, OVERTAKES.  This usually happens about 
30 minutes after we have started so there is precisely another 38 minutes of 
racing until the final hooter blows.  Strategy comes into play, we luff, shout star-
board, accuse the others of rowing, secreting motors on board, waggling tillers, 
roll-tacking better than we can – all to no avail – we still slip further down the 
fleet. 
 

I am given the job of counting the boats as they flash past to determine our po-
sition – 11th, 8th, 13th, and we thought we were improving and anyway I keep 
loosing count.  There is some good news, Travis isn’t there otherwise we would 
be 12th, 9th and 14th!  We try to remain focussed but are distracted by the wild-
life; the call of the cuckoo, the pair of oyster-catchers flying low over the lake 
and the cloud of winged insects (thankfully not biting ones) that clearly love the 
Little Boat’s white sails. 
 

Luck has been with us though, at the end of the race – guess what? – we are 
actually close to No 1 pontoon and can get off the water quickly without having 
to drift the length of the lake with no wind.  Barbeque and/or pub awaits and we 
feel we have deserved it – all that talk has made us quite thirsty! 
 
Gill Kyle 

Little Boat Gull Spirit Catherine at the helm 



 

Spring Regatta  Race Officers Colin Gent & John Medlock 

 
Ladies & Junior Race “Committee Boat” 



 
Getting Ready for the Junior Helm 

 
Junior Helm Feva Battle 



 
Spring Regatta 

 
Spring Regatta Stewart & Janice French 



 

The beginning of Chris & Joyce’s Atlantic crossing 
a Geyser on Lanzarote  

 
Chris, Joyce, Ed and Annette celebrate the end of the trip on Bequia  



JUNIOR SAILING 
 
There has been something rather special happening on Saturday afternoons 
on Broadwater lake.  The water has been generously scattered with Oppies, 
Toppers and Fevas whilst the shoreline has been buzzing with parents helping 
to rig and launch, sunbathing, drinking tea or watching with admiration and/or 
concern as the junior members display their sailing skills.  Junior sailing ses-
sions on Saturday afternoons have become a popular activity for many of our 
younger sailors. 
 
It is a great sight to see so many young people enjoying sailing in the lovely 
Broadwater setting.  I offer a HUGE thank you to all the club members who 
have generously offered support, coming down to lead fun sessions, setting 
up and repairing the fleet, making tea, coffee, squash and ensuring equitable 
distribution of ice creams and chocolates, making donations on your member-
ship renewal forms and providing support and help in so many different ways.  
Many many thanks.  
 
This year we have continued the format from the past couple of years, In addi-
tion to the fun afternoons open to all paid up junior members, the junior sec-
tion is running RYA certificate preparation sessions, fun week and Junior 
(Chocolate) Regatta.  The Start Racing Course which is open to all club mem-
bers was enthusiastically attended by several junior members some of whom 
have been competing in Wednesday evening races and their own Sunday 
Topper Cup.  By the time you read this the Junior Helm will have been con-
tested and won, well done to all who competed and congratulations to the win-
ners. 
 
21 guys and girls have signed on to a 6 week structured certificate preparation 
course which will culminate in a day out at HOAC lake where their skills will be 
tested and hopefully rewarded with RYA level 1, 2, 3 or 4.  This is the third 
year we have run these sessions.  Increasingly popular, we regrettably had to 
turn many of you away this year - I am really sorry about that. 
 
Fun Four Days this year (Wednesday 22nd - Saturday 25th July).  Fun week 
has run for many years and is a great week of light-hearted messing about in 
boats.  The title says it all, silly games and challenges doing whatever the 
wind, sun and hopefully lack of rain allows.  Again being very popular, booking 
a place is essential.  
 
After the summer break in August Saturday afternoon sailing culminates in the 
Chocolate Regatta at the end of September.  Think more of a boat agility 
course than a straight race track, there will be a series of challenges that you 
don't usually do.  Really good fun, and of course chocolate all round. 
 



Chichester Cruise is Saturday 18th July, this is an all club event lead by David 
Banger (see the notice board or website).  Chichester Cruise is particularly 
well suited to introducing junior and novice sailors to the more open and tidal 
waters of the harbour.  We are hoping that lots of families can come.  I am try-
ing to match up cars, tow bars, and boats if you are short in these depart-
ments and would like to come contact me and I will see if there is a match. 
 
Inevitably the growth of activity of the junior section has lead to some conflicts 
of interest when it comes to allocation of dinghies, types of activities (free sail-
ing v games v more formal training).  May we have feed back please from the 
guys on the receiving end.  Are there any members or parents of junior sailing 
who would be happy to take on running some of the games and sailing ses-
sions on Saturday afternoons? 
 
Finally a huge thank you to all the support from club members and parents 
who have made the junior sessions such a success.  
 
Stewart French  

Use of the Club Boats 
 
At the weekends, and especially on a Saturday afternoon during Junior Sail-
ing, it really is not unusual to have ALL of our club boats out on the water, and 
there are more than 20 of them. 
 
Keeping all those boats in a sailable condition is almost a full time job.  Rich-
ard Linsdale (thankfully recently retired) takes care of the Junior fleet of Op-
pies, Toppers and the RS Feva, with the Fleet Captains responsible for the 
Lasers and Enterprise.  The Wanderer is maintained by the Bosun.  
 
If, during your occasional use of any of the club boats, you find a problem 
please report it to the relevant person, details can be found on the notice 
boards in the clubhouse. 

BSC CLUB CLOTHING 
 

A selection of clothing with the club logo is available to 
order. 

 
For details and availability contact 

 
Chris Brooks 01923 267241 



INTO THE DARK CHARITY RACE 
 

Mid-day to Late Evening Saturday 12 September 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP & PARTICIPATION 
 

The object this year is once again to have fun and raise as much money as 
possible for Michael Sobell House, the cancer hospice located near Mount 

Vernon Hospital. 

In order to make the day a success we need as many Broadwater members 
involved as possible.  Please enter a team, even if you don’t sail for the entire 
time. 
 
The recommended team sizes are:- Single-handed dinghies Min 2 people Max 
4;- Crewed boats Min 4 people Max 8.  Junior entries as many as they wish. 
 
The entry fee is £20 per boat, which will be refunded for all entrants who raise 
more than £20 in sponsorship money.  Food and refreshments will be avail-
able throughout the day together with some off -the-water activities.  
 
The Dorothy Smith Trophy will go to the team raising the greatest amount of 
sponsorship money. 
 
The Michael Sobell Shield will go to the winning team. 

 
 

 

In 2008 Charlotte Walford Presents her cheque to Rod Lacey the Chairman 
of Michael Sobell House 



There will be separate prizes for Junior entrants and other surprise awards will 
also be made during the event. 
 
If you don’t feel that you are able to sail there are other ways of helping:  

 
1. Sponsor one of the teams 
 
2. Volunteer to help on the day if you can give just a few hours it would 

be greatly appreciated help 
 
3. Come along to give your support, food will be on sale all day  

 

 
Preparing for the 2008 Event 

 
 If you wish to volunteer or need more information please contact any of  
 
 

Name                       Telephone No.               Responsible for 
 

Alan Darvill              01923 770235                Overall Organisation        
Don Kyle                  01494 436314                Overall Organisation 
John Smith               01895 672046                Fund Raising 
Catherine Turner     01923.711254                Safety Boats 
Brian Deacon           01494 871057                Race Committee Rep      
Gill Kyle                   01494 436314                Catering             

                                                     
Collect a Sponsorship form in the clubhouse or download one from the club 

website  
www.BroadwaterSC.org.uk 



Broadwater East Coast Rally 2009 
 

It may come as a bit of a shock to realise that the first BSC Solent Rally was 
over a quarter of a century ago, and although a newer and more occasional 
event, the BSC East Coast Rally was first held in the early 1990’s.  That first 
East Coast Rally comprised five yachts and was probably the most action- 
packed weekend that a BSC fleet has ever experienced.  
 

The weather was very windy and the weekend started badly with one of the 
charter yachts being found chained to the pontoon and guarded by a couple of 
heavies.  The owner had defaulted on his marine mortgage and the BSC crew 
were unable to take the boat.  A bad start but it got worse, a rally yacht got 
into trouble and the lifeboat was called, the lifeboat itself got into trouble re-
turning to base, another yacht had an engine failure which was only fixed by 
use of cooking oil to increase engine compression, a rope went round the prop 
of a charter boat which then had to be towed into the marina by the rest of us. 
A force 9 gale went through overnight and the boats heeled so much (in the 
marina) that those of us sleeping in the saloon of ‘Attacker’ had to use lee 
cloths to avoid being thrown out of bed.  Oh! And did I mention the fight in the 
yacht club?  Well that weekend as they say is another story.  

The East Coast Rally this year also had five yachts expected and the previous 
week’s forecasts were very gloomy with predictions of torrential rain for all 
three days.  As the week progressed less rain was forecast but more wind and 
some doubts crept in as to whether it would be possible for all the boats ex-
pected to rendezvous at Bradwell Marina on the river Blackwater on the Satur-
day night. 
 

Kevin and Mary assisted by Brian and Karen had spent the previous week 
sailing their Moody 40 Dreamcatcher 2 round from the south coast.  This trip 
included two days storm-bound in Ramsgate but they arrived on the river Or-
well in Suffolk in time for Brian Deacon to take over his charter boat on Thurs-
day evening.  Both skippers then intended to sail down to Brightlingsea on Fri-
day and spend the night there, which is only ten or so miles from Bradwell, 
making it less likely to have to abort due to bad weather on the Saturday. 
Chris Brooks and I together with Mike Thwaites, who had been my crew back 



in our racing days at Broadwater, decided that our best chance of getting 
Olana-J, our Moody 31, round to the Blackwater was to leave our berth at 
North Fambridge on the river Crouch on Friday and join the others at Bright-
lignsea.  We left at 11am which was the earliest that we could all meet up, 
Mike having had quite a long journey up from the Portsmouth area, and this 
meant that we would have the tide against us for the whole journey, but it was 
approaching neaps with slower tidal flows and the south westerly wind prom-
ised no windward work.  After forty minutes or so motoring down the river 
charging batteries and stowing gear we put the sails up and tied two reefs in 
straight away.  With a free wind of force five gusting six we made good pro-
gress and did the 30 miles to Brightlingsea in five and a half hours.  I radioed 
the harbour master to ask for a berth and mentioned that we were friends of 
Dreamcatcher 2 which we had heard by radio was already berthed.  That’s 
handy said the harbourmaster there is room just in front of them on the long 
pontoon.  We moored up and shortly Brian Deacon arrived in Graceful Pro-
gress, a large modern Beneteau 40, which although having arrived from the 
Orwell quite a bit earlier had been exploring the river Colne and the attractive 
waterside village of Wivenhoe. 
 

We all met up later in the Colne Yacht Club and had a pleasant evening be-
fore returning by water taxi to the huge mooring pontoon in the middle of the 
small harbour.  Kevin and Mary were congratulated for a fine effort in coming 
all the way from the south coast, a first I believe for any BSC rally, and a few 
drinks were consumed in the saloon of Brian’s large Beneteau. 
 
The next morning dawned very windy indeed, and all three crews were quite 
glad that they only had 10 miles to go to get to Bradwell Marina.  Olana-J left 
first with assistance from the other two crews to get off of the pontoon, and the 
two larger boats left some time later when the rising tide gave them a bit more 
water under their keels.  The wind was so strong by then that the harbour- 
master had to use his launch to pull each yacht away from the pontoon as it 
was impossible for them to motor off against the wind which was pinning them 
against it.  By this time Greg Hart and Gordon Harold had both phoned to say 
that in view of the conditions they would not be sailing to Bradwell but would 
still join us for dinner by car. 
 
With the strong winds being ‘on the nose’ Olana-J motored round to Bradwell 
and after berthing we obtained from the harbourmaster the berth numbers for 
the other two yachts and were able to advise them by radio where to go and 
which side-to they would be berthing.  This made things a little easier with no 
need to talk to the marina before arriving, and we were on hand to take their 
warps as they came in. 
 
We all strolled round to the pub for an early dinner and Lyn and Phil at the 
Green Man were really relieved to see us.  They had realised how bad the 
weather was, and were aware that we might not make it, but had not heard 



from me that the rally was off, and were feeling a little anxious in case our 
wires had got crossed.  With the two crews that came by car, nineteen sat 
down to dinner and a pleasant time was had by all.  After dinner at the pub we 
were all invited to go aboard Kevin and Mary’s Moody 40 for drinks, and a nice 
end to the evening was enjoyed by all those who relaxed in the beautiful 
leather- and wood-trimmed cabin. 
 
As we on Olana-J returned to our vessel there was some discussion as to 
what would be the best course of action on the next day as the forecast was 
somewhat dire with force 7 winds gusting to 8 or 9 with heavy rain!  It did 
seem at that point that we might leave the yacht at Bradwell and collect her 
later in the week.  However Sunday morning dawned, dry and sunny with gen-
tle winds.  The forecast was still bad so if we were going to go, an early start 
was advisable to get as many miles under our keel before the bad weather 
developed.  Brian and Kevin both felt the same way and set off from the ma-
rina before 9am and we followed a little later.  Our course back to North Fam-
bridge on the River Crouch was roughly east out of the Blackwater, south to 
the mouth of the Crouch, then west up the Crouch to Fambridge.  We rea-
soned that as this covered more or less every point of sail we should at some 
stage get a fair wind,  and as we set off the wind was round about south east 
which gave us a beat to the Wallet Spitway which is the narrow and shallow 
swatchway that links the Blackwater to the Crouch.  However in that frustrat-
ing way that the wind has, sure enough as we turned into the swatchway the 
wind was on the nose and the engine went on, but as the next course change 
would take us south west and later west we were looking forward to some fast 
off-wind sailing.  However as we turned south west so did the wind, and it fur-
ther veered to west as we turned west later. In fact we never sailed again for 
the next twenty miles back to Fambridge. That old joke about the wind always 
being on the nose is sometimes just so true. 
 
It’s an ill wind though, and what was bad for us was excellent for Brian Dea-
con in Peaceful Progress who was sailing in the opposite direction heading 
north east up the coast, really enjoying the broad-reaching conditions even 
though the wind was increasing. Kevin and Mary in Dreamcatcher 2, an hour 
or so ahead of us had followed the same route as Olana-J and had also mo-
tored all the way to Burnham-on-Crouch where they were going to spend the 
night in the marina.  We talked to Kevin on the VHF and he reported that they 
had experienced the increasing winds that were now affecting Olana-J and 
had had to wait for a lull in the squalls before entering the marina. 
 
Olana-J by this time was forging through choppy swells and taking quite a lot 
of water over the bows with a wind strength of over 30 knots and building.  As 
we entered the Whittaker Channel from the shallow channel to the north we 
had the un-enjoyable occurrence of being out of sight of land, but with less 
than 1 metre of water under the keel as we passed the safe water mark, 



though to be fair it was low water and this particular channel is thought to be 
silting up.  We reached the deeper water of the Whittaker which was a relief 
but the squalls were coming through thick and fast, some missing us and 
some going right over.  One of the fiercer ones really did give us a hard time 
with horizontal rain (feeling like hail!) and 45 knots showing on the wind instru-
ments, this presumably was one of the forecast gusts of force nine.  Chris was 
on the helm at this point and the salt spray had made his eyes so sore that he 
was unable to see properly so I took over the helm, but like Chris within a 
short time I was having trouble seeing forward which was a bit unpleasant.  
Interestingly within a few minutes of that particularly vicious squall passing 
over, the wind dropped, and in a short while there were not even any white 
horses to be seen.  Happily the rain stopped too and although the wind soon 
came back to around 30 knots, together with a lumpy sea and plenty of spray, 
blue sky could be seen and as we continued to motor up the approaches to 
the Crouch we were cheered by the sight of the seals basking on the Foulness 
Sands, exposed by the low tide.     

 

Olana-J Returning Home 
 
Although the wind stayed quite high for the rest of the day as we got further up 
the Crouch the weather stayed sunny, the rain stayed away, and we managed 
to get our oilies dry.  Gordon Harold called us on the VHF and when he knew 
that we had indeed come round from Bradwell he sailed down river to meet 
us.  We met just upstream from Burnham and then kept company back to 



North Fambridge where we ended the rally having a cosy drink onboard 
Gordon’s Contessa 32, prior to clearing up and battling our way home round 
the M25. 
 
Despite the weather an enjoyable rally, and as the main organisers, Chris and 
I were very pleased to see everybody at the pub on Saturday night no matter 
how they came, and were particularly pleased that Kevin and Mary had made 
the long trip round from Gosport to join the rally, and to hear that they eventu-
ally made their way safely back home despite the windy weather lasting for 
some days. 
 
Brian Chidwick 

BSC Ramblers 
 
Saturday June 15th dawned - a glorious summer day for the long awaited club 
ramble.  Eleven o’clock and the intrepid members of the West Herts section of 
the BSC Rambling group assembled in the Rickmansworth Aquadrome. 
 
A passing cyclist was commandeered to photograph just a few of the many 
walkers for posterity and we were ready to start. 

 

Have Boots Will Travel 
How far did you say it is  to the Coy Carp? 



Our fearless leader pronounced the terrain suitable for trainers and the 
weather was expected to remain hot.  First we explored the new café/very 
nice but rather puzzled by the chairs with slots at the back for hymn and 
prayer books.  Through the back of the café we then viewed the sailing on the 
lake and then off for the first part of our walk. 
 
Round lakes, over rivers, fighting our way through the undergrowth, by the ca-
nal, along lanes and paths with a superb view of the sewerage works.  
(fortunately the wind was blowing in the right direction). 
 
One o’clock we arrived at the Coy Carp.   Excellent beer, nice shady table and 
lunch.  Our doughty leader had organised an RAF fly past in our honour with 
Typhoons, Tornados, VC10s, Red Arrows and the RAF memorial flight with 
Spitfire, Hurricane and Lancaster aeroplanes. 
 
An hour or so rested and fortified and with blisters and frostbite treated we 
were ready to proceed.   
 
Our path led us up the steep site of the treacherous Rickmansworth moun-
tains, through the humid rainforests and over the golf course back to the 
Aquadrome. 
 
Thank you Alan for a great day. 
 
Sandra Wilson 

Atlantic Crossing in Doodlebug with Joyce and Chris 
 
My brother and sister-in law Ed and Annette Steele who live in the USA have 
been sailing round the world for the last 6 years in their 53 foot Ketch Doodle-
bug.  They left Kemah Texas on the 31st December 2003 to sail across the 
Pacific, island hopping to New Zealand.  Since then they have sailed round 
Australia, across the Indian Ocean up the Red Sea and into the Mediterra-
nean. 
 
They asked me in early 2008 if I would like to sail across the Atlantic with 
them, I said yes immediately.  Ed then asked if I knew anybody else who 
would like to do the trip.  I asked Joyce who said yes as she missed out on an 
earlier trip across the Gulf of Mexico back in 2003.  Joyce and I then set about 
arranging paid and unpaid leave from our respective employers for November.  
Then in September I was offered a retirement package which meant I officially 
retired on the 19th December but as leave was agreed for me to go sailing in 
mid-November I retired on the 21st November and sailed off into the sunset. 
 



At the end of the 2007 cruise Doodlebug was moored in a marina in Turkey.  
Ed and Annette returned to the boat in March 2008 to cruise through the Medi-
terranean out into the Atlantic and down to the Canary Islands by August 
2008.  They would then return to the US for a few weeks to see their grand- 
children before returning to Doodlebug in November to sail across the Atlantic. 
 
Joyce and I flew out to Lanzarote on Saturday 22nd November where we were 
met by Ed and Annette and were soon settled on Doodlebug.  Ed had planned 
to leave on Monday 24th so Sunday was a day for sight-seeing. 

 
The weather forecast recommended a northwest heading which meant we 
would be beating into a gusty wind for a few days before turning south west.  
After rechecking the weather a few times we decided to go south west in 
lighter winds and head for the Cape Verde Islands. 
 
We divided ourselves into watches 3 hours on, 6 hours off between the hours 
of 18.00 and 06.00.  As Annette would do all the cooking she and either Ed or 
I took the 18.00 to 21.00 watch, Joyce 21.00 to 24.00, Ed 00.00 to 03.00 and 
me 03.00 to 06.00 (the dog watch but I did get to see the wonderful dawn 
every day).  We all slept between our watches and were all up on deck during 
the day enjoying the warm weather and being out there on the ocean.  On a 
typical day my watch finished at 06.00 and by 07.30 most of the crew were up 
and having breakfast so I would go back to bed for a couple of hours, up 



about 09.30, shower and breakfast then up on deck to soak up the sun.  Ed 
would download the daily weather forecast via the satellite phone onto the lap-
top, after discussing the forecast and making any navigation changes he 
would write the previous day’s log with us all contributing for the website, it 
was then time for a beer.  Annette prepared amazing lunches each day, the 
menus were as varied as homemade American hamburgers to Mexican tortil-
las to grilled steak, one day we had a full English breakfast, and more beer.  
We had a light snack and ice cream and beer in late afternoon before the 
watches started again at 18.00.  In order to make sure somebody was watch-
ing day and night we had a timer set to 15 minutes, when it bleeped we would 
check the horizon, the plotter and the course. 
 
The boat carried 9 batteries (8 domestic 1 to start the engines) however as 
there are many different electrical systems on board we had to run the 7Kw 
generator for a couple of hours each day to keep everything running including 

all the next day.  Joyce wanted to use the sextant on board so as we cruised 
down the African coast Joyce and Ed went on deck to shoot the noonday sun. 
Annette and I stayed in the cockpit with the GPs and plotter. 
 

two freezers and a fridge (for the ice 
cream and beer).  Doodlebug carries 
1000 litres of water however with 4 
of us having a shower every day 
plus the cooking etc we would run 
the water-maker while the generator 
was running to make about 200 litres 
per day. 
 
November 25th  On our first day at 
sea we were visited by our first pod 

of dolphins they are wonderful creatures however many times you see them 
you never get tired of them.  The wind died so we motored into the night and 



By the 27th November we were sailing all be it in light winds with the poled 
Genoa and winged main and mizzen.  Later in the day we were visited by a 
very large pod of dolphins, there were dozens of them leaping out of the water 
and swimming at the bow.  It was Thanks-giving day in the US so as Joyce 
and I were on an American boat we celebrated with steaks and salad, red 
wine and beer.  For desert we cut the Christmas cake baked by a friend of 
mine (Thanks-giving is close enough to Christmas when you’re on the ocean). 
 
November 29th I had just got up there was a shout ‘There she blows’ there 
were flying fish all over the place then we saw a pod of small whales Joyce 
and Annette identified them as Risso’s whales.  It was also laundry day 

(Doodlebug also has a washing ma-
chine) you don’t see this very often, 
Joyce hanging out the washing. 
 

November 30th We approached Ilha 
Sao Vicente in the Cape Verde Is-
lands,  we dropped anchor in Porto 
Grande at 16.08 we had sailed 953 
miles in 6 days.  The cook had de-
cided that we would eat ashore so 

we blew up the dinghy and headed for the beach.  Opposite the beach was 
"Club Nautica" so in we went and ordered beer, Ed ordered a fish/egg burger 
Annette, Joyce and I ordered cheese burgers they were all good except 
Joyce’s burger had an extra, a green caterpillar crawled out of the lettuce, 
suddenly Joyce lost her appetite.  The next day we moved to the Marina Min-
delo. 
 
December 2nd  Joyce and I caught the morning ferry to visit the nearby island 
of Santo Antao.  We landed at Porto Nova and after some negotiation we 
shared a taxi with some walkers to Ribeira Grande over the mountain on the 
other side of the island.  The single track cobbled road snaked its way up and 
over the maintain the terrain was breath-taking for a small island.  At sea level 
it was desert and at the top pine forests with every other type of terrain in be-
tween.  At Ribeira Grande with the help of an American student we took a taxi 
to Ponta do Sol right on the coast where we had lunch and a wander.  Back at 
Ribeira Grande, while I was negotiating for a taxi back to Porto Nova, Joyce 
was checking the tyres ‘not this one the tyres are bald’ so we took another 
cab.  While we were on Santo Antao Ed cleared customs to enable us to leave 
for Bequia in the Grenadines the following day. 
 
We left Ilha Sao Vicente at 07.00 on the 3rd December sailing south west in a 
variable wind of 13 to 23 knots from the stern at last the temperature reached 
80F by day and only dropped to 77F at night.  After clearing the Cape Verde 



Islands we had to make water as the water from the marina was not potable.  
During the afternoon Joyce and I had our first experience of Doodlebug’s cin-

ema we watched "Galaxy Quest" in 
the main saloon.  We then settled 
down to our watch routine which 
was a comfortable 77F all night 
(shorts and tee-shirts day and night 
in December. 
 
December 5th  Joyce noticed the 
seam on the leech of the Genoa was 
coming apart, our first go at a repair 

was to drop the damaged part onto the deck and while I held on to the sail Ed 
and Joyce tried to repair it.  It’s a very big sail and even I could not hold it so 
we went to plan B.  We turned Doodlebug round and motored slowly back to-
wards the Cape Verde Islands.  With the Genoa now spread on the foredeck 
the damage was found to be the UV strip.  We patched some small holes as 
well as the damaged seams with sail bandage.  After 40 minutes we re-rigged 
the Genoa and pointed Doodlebug back towards Bequia.  Mid after noon we 
saw another pod of Risso’s whales we then watched "Chariot's of Fire". 

December 6th Ed had decided to fol-
low the sailing directions of Colum-
bus which calls for him to turn west 
when butter melts.  At !0.10 on the 
6th December we confirmed our test 
pat of butter had melted so we 
changed course by some 30 de-
grees to pass just south of Barba-
dos. 
 
December 10th  After Joyce’s earlier 
practice with the sextant Joyce and 

Ed decided to plot our position.  After lots of figures and conversion tables 
there was the first eureka moment, they had calculated our latitude to within 
four tenths of a mile of the GPS position.  The second eureka moment came 
when the position was only 1.8 miles different to the GPS, at last we could 
have lunch. 
 
December 11th The fishing lines had been out over the stern for a few days 
with no fish even after Annette’s jiggling and dancing.  Leave the lines out we 
will try tomorrow we never catch anything at night.  I went on watch at 03.00 to 
find a 25 inch Tuna in the fish bucket, that’s tomorrow’s lunch said Ed as he 



went to bed.  I went up on deck after my off watch sleep to find the tuna 
steaks being marinated in soy sauce for lunch.  I was greeted by Ed we have 
a problem he said, the plastic clip that holds the ballooner (cruising shute) to 
the top of the forestay fitting was broken.  After a struggle we hauled down 
and stowed the ballooner we then tried to release the broken clip by hauling 
the dehooking mouse" up the forestay, that didn’t work.  OK so we have to 
drop the Genoa to release the broken clip at deck level.  Joyce steered 
Doodlebug into 15 knots of wind but as Ed and I hauled down the Genoa it 
started to pull out of the furling slot.  With Annette, Ed and me lying on the 
Genoa to control it on the foredeck we would not be able to re-rig in 15 knots 
of wind as the bolt rope was undersize for the slot.  I asked Ed do you have to 
old Genoa on board, that’s it! but its in the bottom of the stern locker.  We then 
set about pulling the old (but serviceable) Genoa out of the stern locker and 
hauling it up the furling slot we then reset the ballooner.  All this time Joyce 
had been steering Doodlebug cocooned in the cockpit by the damaged Genoa 
which now had to be folded and stowed, no mean feat when there’s too much 
sail and not enough boat.  Once we were tided up and sailing towards Bequia 
again the skipper allowed us 2 beers for all the hard work and we ate the tuna 
steaks served with string beans and rice for lunch. 
 
As we sailed on towards the Caribbean the temperature climbed to 85F plus 
during the day and did not drop to less than 80F at night.  We had further vis-
its from pods of dolphins and watched the flying fish as they skimmed across 
the water.  In the late afternoon and evening on a few days we had some 
short but heavy showers these pick up the sea and as the wind was still on the 
stern Doodlebug would surf down the waves. 
 
December 13th was a bad day. Skipper ordered the last of the ice cream to be 
issued. 
 
December 15th  At last the wind moved to the beam and we were on a broad 
reach at a speed of 7 to 9 knots. 
 
December 17th  I was woken by Christmas music with a reggae beat it was ra-
dio Caribbean beaming out from Barbados, we had land fall 120 miles to Be-
quia.  We sailed on at 7 to 9 knots round the southern tip of Barbados listening 
to "calypso" Christmas songs with a background of steel drums.  We dropped 
anchor in Admiralty Bay, Bequia at 02.05 (ship’s time) 05.05 UTM we had 
sailed 2031 miles in 14 days 3 hours from Cape Verde to Bequia, the total 
miles sailed was 3134. 
 
Annette, Ed and myself had been to Bequia on a previous cruise so we were 
able to show Joyce around including our favorite restaurants and bars.  On the 
21st December after a superb meal onshore Ed and Annette went back to 
Doodlebug, Joyce and I went to the Bequia version of Christmas lights and 



fair.  We walked round Admiralty Bay towards the lights and loud music.  It 
was an amazing atmosphere bright Christmas lights, Christmas music with a 
reggae beat next to the beach at 80F.  We managed to get a lift back to 
Doodlebug in the tender of a German sail training ship which was anchored off 
Admiralty Bay. 
 
December 21st  Our last day.  Joyce and I booked a trip on a 40 year old, gaff 
schooner, the Friendship Rose, to Tobago Cays.  We sailed along the south-
ern end of Bequia which is very rugged, passed the islands of Canouan and 
Mayreau to Tobago Cays.  I had been there before with Annette and Ed but as 
you sail in it takes your breath away it’s so beautiful just white sand and palm 
trees you can see why they filmed ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ there.  It is desig-
nated as a nature reserve so off we went to swim with the turtles and any 
other fish we could find.  We also went out to the reef in the rib to swim with 
the brightly coloured reef fish.  After catching some sun we were back on 
board the Friendship Rose for food, drink and the sail back to Bequia.  It was 
the perfect end to a fantastic adventure which Joyce will never forget. 
 
Joyce said with such good company it was easier than crossing the English 
Channel she was only worried when a ship came within 5 miles on her watch.  
I found it just an amazing experience. 

We ran a sponsored competition to guess how long we would take to cross 
the Atlantic (Lanzarote to Barbados).  Nick Fairweather won the 6 bottles of 
wine with a time of 20 days, 9 hours, 5 minutes £75 went to Michael Sobell 
House and £75 to Age Concern.  Joyce was pleased that Nick won as he was 



Out Clubbing? 
 
Your cut out and keep guide to clubs in Eastern England 
 
Horning S.C. 
 
Another top Broads club renowned for organising the world famous 3 Rivers 
Race.  If anybody ever asks you to sail in this event make sure you have a 
cast iron alibi for declining unless you like sailing for up to 24 hours, shooting 
bridges, sailing at night, going without sleep etc need I go on?  This will give 
you an idea about the special people who sail at this club.  Situated on the at-
tractive River Bure at Horning in Norfolk the club is built on a small triangular 
island – normally accessible by footbridge (or boat), and during regatta week 
also by floating pontoon.  All kit including launching trolleys, covers, clothing 
etc is carried over to the island.  Sailing is interesting and similar to sailing in a 
canal with houses, reeds or trees at the sides and pleasure craft bearing down 
on you or approaching from astern, usually accompanied by helpful comments 
from their passengers.  Courses are always downriver and because of the 
narrowness all marks taken to port.  Further, if you hit the mark or another 
boat, it is difficult to do turns so you have to take a one minute time penalty.  
Fellow sailors are always friendly and tolerant as you may frequently have to 
call up favours to survive the regatta week unscathed.  A steady supply of 
food and drink is readily available from the well-run galley and certainly during 
regatta week a terrific entertainment programme that can cause serious liver 
damage.  Scoring is unusual with 40 points for a win, 37 second or so on – 
with the points going towards the accumulation of drinking glasses.  Handi-
caps are decided by Mr Handicapper who has strange views about Graduates 
and other dinghies – the handicap changing if you sail on the river or on the 
attached Broad. 
 
Top Tip:  This club is no place for the fainthearted.  Make friends very 
quickly – not difficult here!  And avoid all pleasure boats.  Do not leave your 
boat in the water between races – space is very tight.  Bring your own food for 
the nightly barbeque which takes place after racing and before the evening 
thrash.  Read the sailing instructions carefully before the event rather than af-
ter (that would be a first).  

the first person to take her sailing so you see what can happen. 
 
Joyce Moon 
 
Chris Brooks 
 

For the complete log of Annette and Ed’s circumnavigation go to 
www.sv-doodlebug.com 



 
Stone Sailing Club 
 
On the south bank of the river Blackwater in Essex lies this sailing club built 
on the site of a wartime airsea rescue base.  This means that launching is a 
dream at all tides and lots of room in the boat park.  The race office is proba-
bly one of the highest in the UK and provides ample opportunity to spot din-
ghies over the line which they delight in doing. 
 
This club also possesses the world’s best showers in both the ladies and 
gents changing rooms.  There is ample room to clean up under a torrent not 
seen since Stanley discovered the Victoria Falls.  Races around the club 
marks can be tricky with the prevailing westerlies as chances of a beat can be 
remote and all Grad sailors know that this can be bad news. 
 
Much attention is lavished on the entertainment and not to be missed are the 
children’s events.  Professional entertainers include Mr Happy who does 
amazing things with balloons.  Also Barrie Brainstorm.  Unfortunately these 
clash with the racing so can be a difficult choice for some.  Older sailors are 
also well catered for in the lounge bar where evening shenanigans take place 
which may lead to sore heads. 
 
Top Tip:  Evening meals here have a high priority and you are advised to sign 
up early in the day.  If there is a chance of racing finishing late sailing may 
have to be curtailed, or cancelled to suit the kitchen.  Light wind sailing is un-
popular perhaps because of the tide issues but can be very rewarding for 
canny old sailors.  Chances of meeting friendly locals of either sex are very 
high particularly at the evening events but even more in the well-organised 
changing rooms and the tremendous showers. 
 
Blue Tuesday 

 
MEMBERS’ SALE ITEMS 

 
Members may advertise boats and other sailing related items on the club’s 
website and on the notice board in the clubhouse.  Please make sure that the 
advert is dated and removed once the items are sold.  Adverts will be auto-
matically removed after 4 months.  
 
To advertise on the website go www.broadwatersc.org.uk, click on ‘Small 
Ads’ and follow the instructions. 



 
Spring Regatta 

Wednesday Evening Racing 



 
Unit 24 Peerglow Industrial Estate 

Olds Approach 

Tolpits lane 

Watford 

Herts. WD18 9SR 

Tel: 01923 896996 Fax: 01923 890829 

E-mail: Sales@rlsupplies.co.uk  

Just 10 mins from Broadwater Sailing Club 

 

Visit our fantastic website at 

www.rlsupplies.co.uk 

for all your computer and accessory needs. 

Free mousemat with your first order, please quote 

‘Broadreach’ in special instructions 
 

PC Builds (Custom and Modular) 
 

Repairs 
 

Upgrades 
 

Hardware 
 

Printers & Scanners 
 

Consumables 

 


